They’ ve never been better: 


RISCILLA LANE 
JEFFREY LYNN-RONALD REAGAN 


MAY ROBSON ~° LEE PATRICK 
Directed by CURTIS BERNHARDT - A WARNER BROS.-First National Picture 


Screen play by Casey Robinson, Richard Macaulay and Jerry Wald - From a Story by Leonard Spigelgass 
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You’re in the money when 


..-- and here’s the way to 


Country of origin U. S. A. Copyright 1941 Vitagraph, Inc. All rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 


you date the 


show her off.... 


a complete section full of ready-to-run Ads all pepped up with star value, 


| entertainment selling copy and lively art. Special section inserted. 
talk about exploitation ideas . . . there's a m-i-I-I-i-o-n of 'em! Don’t pass up 
these yee ideas on pages 4-5-6-7-8-9-10, including 22 tips for the 'nabes’. 
’ Sy 


oy 


one with that special kind of treatment that entertains as it sells (a la 
“Strawberry Blonde”) .... PLUS a singing musical trailer (track only): ideal 
for opening, intermission and closing to send 'em away whistling about the 
‘Million Dollar Baby’. Ask your Warner booker. 


we know you'll want this show played up BIG in the papers, because this 
‘Baby’ is something to write about. News stories, features and photos ready 


for release. Pages 11 through 14. 


no better way to shout about it on the highways and by-ways...a swell line 


of display material to sell this swell show. Illustrated on pages 15 and 16. 


Yes Sir, Yowre in Great 
Company When You’re FG 
with the “Million Dollar 
Baby”’—and Warner Bros. 


Y) 


beet Start Off With This 


.... find the “million dol- 
lar baby” behind the counter of your local 
dime or department store. Run an inter-store 
popularity contest with patrons voting for 
the “Million Dollar Baby.” Stores display 
photos of contestants who also wear identi- 
fying badges. Ballots are distributed to 
store customers to fill in and leave in ballot 
box on way out. Be sure to get newspaper 
coverage on this, plus store ads, window 
displays and direct mail plugs. 
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Here’s Your Follow-Up... 


Store fetes winner at dinner and theatre 
party, with employees attending en masse 
at special showing. 


Winner gets new wardrobe and other gifts 
plus beauty treatment—with Westmore 
Cosmetics, if possible. 


Personal appearance at theatre every 
night. If she entertains, so much the better. 
She can lead audience in songfest, singing 
“I Found a Million Dollar Baby.” 


@Newspaper assigns reporter to cover fes- 
tivities, plus interview on ambitions, career, 
ideas on being a “Million Dollar Baby.” 


Tie in music promotion (on next page) by 
having winner distribute free sheet music 
and records in lobby, autograph records 
in store's music department and sing song 
on air, if talented. 


Radio interview in lobby. 


&< Million $ Smile Girl 


--.-. Gatrange with news- 
paper to find the girl in town with the million 
dollar smile. Contestants send in photos to 
paper. Local celebs act as judges. Winner 
gets similar treatment as described above. 
Illustrate contest stories with Priscilla Lane 


Beet 


Shopping Tour “:" 


»... atrange with adver- 
tising manager of your local newspaper to 
select a pretty girl to be known as the “Mil- 
lion Dollar Baby.” She goes on a shopping 
tour, accompanied by a photographer. 
Photos taken in various stores are made 
available to merchants for full page or 
double-spread of ads grouped together 
under this banner line.... 


Seon aie Tey Ege Ae ae 
Worth of Values”’ 


Each ad stresses values found at each store 
by the million dollar baby. (Same idea can 
be staged for single department store ad- 
vertiser, with million dollar baby photo- 
graphed in various departments.) 


Photos taken are also used for window dis- 
plays in various stores, embellished with 
stills from the picture and card with film and 
theatre credits. 


For windows and ads which sell products 
sold by cooperating stores, order “MW Tie- 
Up Stills’—set of 25—$2.00 per set or 10c 
each—from Warner Bros. Still Department, 
321 W. 44 St., N.Y.C. Here’s the tie-up parade: 


PRISCILLA LANE: Volupte Compact (PL 720): Bathing Suit (PL Pub A49); Tennis 
Racket (PL Pub A160); Playsuit (PL Pub A228); Lucien Lelong (PL Pub A325); 
Westmore (PL Pub A327): Westmore-RCA Radio (PL Pub A330); Parfums Char- 
bert (PL Pub A331); RCA Personal Radio (RCA 35). 


JEFFREY LYNN: Pipe (JL 72): Watch (JL 91); Hat Style Council (JL 107); Dunhill 
Lighter (JL 153); Byer Rolnick Hat (JL 173): Underwood Typewriter (JL Pub W); 
Volupte Cigarette Case (JL Pub A27):; RCA Personal Radio (RCA 79). 

RONALD REAGAN: Pipe (RR 70): Bicycle (RR 94); Byer Rolnick Hat (RR 
Pub A24). 

MAY ROBSON: RCA Personal Radio (RCA 33). 


MILLION DOLLAR BABY: Kitchen Utensils (MW 40); Servel Refrigerator (MW 
416X); Hartmann Travel Bags (MW 55); American Thermos Bottle (MW 417). 


Date ‘Em Up This Way ert 


.... distribute blue cards 
to male patrons and pink cards to femme 
customers. Each card carries a lucky num- 
ber. Admit free all Beaus and Babes who 
find one another and come to theatre to- 
gether with corresponding numbers on their 
cards. (No mat available—cards can be 
printed locally at very little cost.) 


Both sides 
e of card 
ie illustrated. 


YOUR 


| IF YOU FIND YOUR at, 076 | 


You Will Be Admitted FREE—to see 


~~ | MILLION DOLLAR BABY 


Make necessary 
changes in this 
copy for the card 
to be given to 
the girls. 


publicity mats No. 206 and No. 108. Similar 
search can be launched for girl with “Million 
Dollar Voice’ among telephone girls; or 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ among store employes. 


“MILLION DOLLAR BABY" 


with Priscilla Lane, Jeffrey Lynn, Ronald Reagan, May Robson y 
STRAND THEATRE—ONE WEEK—STARTS FRIDAY 


Read The Details On Other Side. 
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Limited su 

request, Winey M. 
Norris D. Konheim 
Remick Music Corp 
1250 Sixth Avenue, 
New York City. 


Cee 
pias This Promotion 
Gives “Million Dollar Baby” 


in Film and Song the Same 
Sock Send-off “Strawberry 
Blonde” Gave “The Band 
Played On’! Now Get Ready 
to Coach in ont... ee, 


Big Dealer Promotions Started By Remick 


1. Orchestrations sent to radio stations. 3. Title pages FREE in limited quantities 

2. Music dealers informed of picture play- for window, counter, lobby displays. 
dates and urged to cooperate fully with 4. Remick contacting all leading bands 
theatre managers on window displays and singers to plug this song in theatres, 
and other joint promotions. night clubs and on the air. 


Definitely From Decca! 


Contact dealers to put this material to work:- 
Window Streamers - Hangers 
Release Cards 
Material for dealer window and 
lobby displays. 


Contact: Mr. Leonard Schneider, 
Decca Records, Inc., 50 W. 57th St., N. Y. C. 
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How To Make 


Window and counter displays 
with picture stills in Dime and 
Dept. stores! 


This Tune Hit! 


Sheet music or records as 
promoted contest prizes! 


Run the musical trailer for audi- 


Amate contest : 
mateur song ence songfest lead by solo singer. 


on stage or radio! 


ON THE AIR... bands play it.. 
songbirds sing it—every day! 


Loudspeaker flashes song out 
front, in lobby, on street float! 


* Lynn's face in first photo, increasing rosiness ‘til it's 


se 


Four Kiss Ideas For You.... 


2. THROWAWAY!—Print as throwaway and dis- 
tribute to regular mailing list, department store 
1, LOBBY!—Make up this accordion-fold set piece employees, schools, offices and restaurants. 
as illustrated. For novel effect, add pink tint to Jeff 


a blushing red in last photo. 
Lesson V 


Hold your men, girls 
.. here we go! 


{Lesson Jil 


Hmmmm, Beware of 
that strangle hold on 
your ear. There's no 


Lesson 1 
There's many @ SIP 
"ewixt the hand and the 
lip .- - so be careful! 


retreat. 


Lh 


WW Sik EASY LESSONS 


by the R 
“MM N DOLLA i 
(WHAT A) BABY 


“ e 
4 by Priscille Lan 
esis Jeffrey Lyn" 


ZOWIE! 


* 
nip THEATRE ireysste 
A 


4_-TEASER SOS! Set up a series 
of 4 teaser ads (as shown) and 
place them daily ahead of regular 
campaign ...orrun all four teasers 
run-of-paper day before or open- 


3. NEWSPAPER CONTEST!—One or two scenes ing day: page number at bottom 


: ; 3 : : directs attention to regular big 
published daily with guest tickets as prizes for best display ad on movie page. Copy 


STR 


answers to daily query: “What's wrong with Jeffrey for other teasers: “Whoops... A a 
Lynn’s technique in kissing the Million Dollar Baby LOVE”: “Oh, Baby! .. . SMILE”; Milli Dollar B bh 
(Priscilla Lane)?” “WOW! ... CHARM”! ion Dollar baby 


con KISS! 


(Insert page number) 


(Illustrations, each 2” square, available on one mat. . . MW .201B—30c—from Campaign 


Plan Editor. Stills also available, set of six for 50c—from Warner Bros. Still Dept.) 


Stand-In Contest 


. . . » Blow up still MW368 


(from your Vitagraph Exchange set) to life 


.... Plant this as a daily 
contest with guest tickets as prizes for best 
answers each day. No mat available—use 
still MW43 from your Vitagraph Exchange 
Set. Rewrite publicity feature on page 12 for 
lead contest story. 


size and cut out figure of Priscilla Lane. 
Invite femme patrons to see if they would 
qualify as Miss Lane’s stand-in. First they 


must fill Miss Lane’s figure in the cut-out. 


Next they fill out blank giving physical de- 


How Would You Spend $1,000,000 
If You Were A 
“MILLION DOLLAR BABY” 


scription. Select girl who most closely resem- 


bles Miss Lane and award promoted prizes. 


Do It This Way 


eit nee eaten a oan 
Copy: 


“Could you be the 
STAND-IN 
for the 
MILLION DOLLAR 
BABY? 


See if you fit Pris- 
cilla Lane's figure. 


en 


PRISCILLA LANE IS—Age: 23 years; Height: 5’ 214"; 
Weight: 102 lbs.; Waist: 18”; Eyes: Blue; Hair: Blonde: 
Complexion: Fair: Hair-Style: Shoulder-length bob. 


No foolin’, in "Million Dollar Baby," coming to the Strand 
Theatre Friday, Jeffrey Lynn gives Priscilla Lane a gift check 
of $1,000,000! The Daily News will give away 25 pairs of 
tickets daily to see “Million Dollar Baby" for the most novel 
replies to this question: "How Would You Spend 
$1,000,000?" Just tell us in no more than 200 words and 
send your letter to the Daily News Contest Editor. 


“MILLION DOLLAR BABY” 


coming Friday to the Strand Theatre 


| Wa Prize Pickin’ 


« lg © 00.6.8 IN LOBBY — P lace 


hope chest and invite patrons to guess com- 
bination that will open it. Hand each patron 
a card on which they are to place any 3 
numbers. Correct combination, determined 
by you in advance, receives promoted mer- 
chandise “treasures.” Tie-in display copy: 
“FREE PRIZES! FREE GIFTS! FREE TIC- 
KETS! from the ‘MILLION DOLLAR BABY’ 
if you guess the correct combination to the 
Million Dollar Baby’s Treasure Chest.” 


---+. IN STORES — Mer- 
chants give all customers ‘$1,000,000 checks’ 
signed by the Million Dollar Baby on which 
one of the key letters B-A-B-Y are printed. All 
those with the four checks whose key letters 
spell “BABY” win free admission. Number 
of “Y” checks will fix number of free tickets. 


MILLION DOLLAR BABY” (In the Five and Ten Cent Store), provides a perfect ie. 
tie-up for promotions with the local dime and department stores. Try these! ee 


1. Go after the employees with direct mail plugs, bulletin 
board notices, publicity in store or employee publica- 
tions, special throwaways, imprinted menus in store 
commissaries and special teaser invitations. Tie-in 
copy: “She might be you, or the girl at the next counter. 
See the “Million Dollar Baby” (from the Five and Ten 
Cent Store) at the Strand Theatre.” 


2. Find and fete a good-looking salesgirl whom you honor 
as the “Million Dollar Baby” (From the Five and Ten 
Cent Store). Feature her in newspapers stories; as guest 
of theatre, on the air, and at local club luncheon. 


Want a Want Ad Tie-up? 


.... Use still MWI19 (no 
mat available) from the Exchange set. 


YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A 


Priscilla Lane in a scene from Warner Bros.’ “Million Dollar 
Baby”’ at the Strand Theatre Friday. 


. » +. to buy the many necessities you've 
always wanted. There's a treasure chest of values in the 
Daily News want ads daily . . . and at prices that are 
amazingly low. 


It Pays to Read the Daily News Want Ads! 


STUNTING IN THE ‘FIVE AND TEN’ 


Q--------------------------------------- 


Spear Sweeties 


i 
... Lure young and old 

on “Sweetheart Night” with this line: 
BRING YOUR “MILLION DOLLAR BABY” TO THE 


STRAND ON “SWEATHEART’S NIGHT” 
“A Million Dollars Worth of Fun in One Picture” 


*Distribute candy “kisses.” 

Hand out “How to be Kissed” throwaways (see page 6). 

Label aisles “Lovers Lane,” “Sweetheart Road” and “Million 
Dollar Baby Way.” 


Get newspaper coverage for human interest yarns on young- 
est and oldest sweetheart couples attending. 


*Award prizes to sweethearts holding lucky numbers. 


-..+. How I Met My Mil- 
lion Dollar Baby” contest with guest tickets 
for most interesting or funniest contributions. 


-...In corner of lobby 
arrange settee or sofa. Place sign: “Meet 
Your ‘Million Dollar Baby’ Here to See ‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Baby’ in This Theatre, (Date).” 


.... the popular song, "I FOUND A 


3. COUNTER & WINDOW CARDS: “There's a MILLION 
DOLLAR BABY behind every counter—to serve you with 
a smile. See MILLION DOLLAR BABY at the Strand.” 


4. PROFESSIONAL SHOPPER tours stores which pool 
co-op ad page featuring ‘Million Dollar Baby Specials.’ 

5. Store window displays with stills and art sell title this 
way... “Everything for the MILLION DOLLAR BABY! 
SEE ‘Million Dollar Baby’ at the Strand.” 


6. And the music promotions (see page 5). 


- ..» Blanket lobby in ad- 
vance with blow-ups and cutouts of Priscilla 
Lane. Current with run, place ‘em in win- 
dows around town. Imprinted panels read: 


“Wait ‘til you meet the Million Dollar Baby” 
“Here she comes... the Million Dollar Baby” 
“Headin’ this way .. . the Million Dollar 
Baby” 


“Oh, baby! What a baby! .. . the Million 
Dollar Baby.” 


Selected set of Priscilla Lane photos — 
12 for $1.00. Order from Warner Bros. Stil] 
Department, 321 West 44th Street, N. Y. C. 


P.S.—Plant cut-out blow-up in high school 
or college and have students elect Priscilla 
as the All-American Million Dollar Baby. 
Get news break on this by posing students 
with Priscilla Lane life-size blow-ups. 


i GET NEIGHBORLY w 
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What a Babe for Nabe Exploitation 


Sell It With Music 

..» « the: title and 
associated song title (I Found 
a Million Dollar Baby in the 
Five and Ten Cent Store) are 
jam-packed with music pro- 
motion possibilities. Check 
the various ideas suggested 
on page 5 and put them to 
work for you! 


Watch Holiday Dates 

. for special 
matinees. “Million Dollar 
Baby” is the perfect holiday 
show and every exploitation 
effort should be made to cash 
in on the holiday spirit. 
There's a million ideas on this 
and other pages to help you 
build it up right! 


It’s A Family Affair 

.... by selling this 
one as wholesome entertain- 
ment about a boarding house 
“family” that's homey and 
down-to-earth. Hold a “Fami- 
ly Night” with prizes to the 
largest or most accomplished 
family attending. Also get 
news break on this. 


Picture-of-the Month 
eves 18 ine way to 
sell “Million Dollar Baby” for 
extra interest. Make up sever- 
al blue-ribbon medallions 
labeled “Picture - of - the- 
Month” and attach to all 
lobby displays; reproduce in 
program and ads; also pre- 
pare snipes for tacking. 


Lounge Party 
.. +» with local “mil- 
lion dollar baby” as hostess 


who serves patrons with tea. ’ 


coffee, soft drinks or any other 
promoted beverage. An- 
nouncement in outer lobby; 
also in windows of co- 
operating store or stores, will 
bring “party” to public notice. 


A Date With the 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ 
. . . isthe award to 
some lucky man selected via 
a lucky number drawing. Ar- 
range with some worthy local 
charity to be sponsor by se- 
lecting the prettiest and most 
popular girl as the “Million 
Dollar Baby.” All men con- 
tributing to the charity re- 
ceive a receipt with lucky 
number, which, if selected, 
entitles holder to escort the 
“million dollar baby” to open- 
ing. Charity should give this 
citywide coverage via win- 
dow displays; newspapers 
should cover for human inter- 
est story. Hold drawing on 
stage. For extra interest, keep 
identity of “million dollar 
baby” secret. 


Door-Knob Hanger 

.... is a good way 
to hang your message on 
everybody's door. Copy: 


THE 
“MILLION DOLLAR BABY” 


wants to see you tonite 
at the STRAND THEATRE 
Treat the Whole Family. _. 
to a Million Dollars Worth 
of Laughs! 


Inquiring Reporter 

.... in lobby or on 
sidewalk in front of theatre 
asks this question of several 
localites to get across person- 
al angle: “If you were a Mil- 
lion Dollar Baby, what would 
you do with one million dol- 
lars?” Guest tickets may be 
awarded for best replies. 
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You’re On The Air ; 
.... arrange for a ; 
personal interview on local 
radio station answering | 
queries about “Million Dollar 
Baby” and the stars. Allnec- ! 
essary information will be : 
found in the publicity section | 
of press book. Think you can 
interest local daily in this? 
I 
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“\Personal’’ Columns 

-... are read by 
everyone, so use them to spot 
teasers like these: 


“Peter: Please come back to 

your “Million Dollar Baby.” 

Meet me at the Strand Theatre. 
Pamela” 


FOUND: A “Million Dollar 
Baby.” Oh, baby, what fun! 
Apply in person at the Strand 
Theatre, anytime, all this week. 


“\Good News” In Papers 
. .. . imprint this ban- 
ner line in bold red type: 
“GOOD NEWS ... LAUGH WITH THE 
MILLION DOLLAR BABY 
—STRAND—NOW! 
Distribute copies on street 
and in lobby. If ad, contest or 
story appears inside, add 
line on bottom: “See Page ?” 


‘MILLION DOLLAR BABY’ 


—2Z22 Tips for Low Budget Theatres 


Gag Lobby Stunt 

. consists of a 
weight scale fixed so that 
weight can be obtained with- 
out coins. Sign over scale 
says: Thin people get fat!... 
Fat people get thin! ... laugh- 
ing with the “Million Dollar 
Baby.” Weigh yourself now 
and on way out. It’s FREE!” 


‘Phone Neighbors 


. if you have un- 
limited phone service, put a 
cheery-voiced girl to work 
calling all neighbors to tell 
them that “Million Dollar 
Baby” is coming their way, 
with a lot of good cheer for 
the entire family. End spiel 
with playdate info. 


Your Personal Ad 

. remember the 
J. L. Warner letter-ad on “Four 
Daughters”? Give this picture 
an all-deserving personal let- 
ter ad along the same lines. 
Lay out your ad so that letter 
leads into one of the larger- 
size display ads from this 
press book. 


Street Stencil 

.... points the way 
to theatre. Copy reads: ” ‘The 
Million Dollar Baby’ Is This 
Way!” Arrow points to your 
theatre. If law prohibits street 
stencils, print arrow snipes 
for tacking on _ telephone 
poles, fences, buildings and 
other spots around town. 


Lobby ‘\Date’’ Corner 


. sponsored by 
a local fraternity or sorority, 
arranges dates for the boys. 
Set up booth in lobby where 
girls fill out cards which at- 
tendants later distribute to 
boys asking for them. Tie-in 
copy: Make a date with your 
Million Dollar Baby.” 


Win the Women 
With These Ideas 
. invite women’s 
club leaders to preview and 
arrange for them to circular- 
ize memberships and provide 
endorsements for lobby, ads. 


.... tie up local flor- 
ist to present first 100 ladies 
attending opening matinee 
performance with a flower, 
compliments of theatre and 
flower shop. Window display 
and lobby plug stunt. 


. invite women’s 
page editors, femme report- 
ers and local female column- 
ists to comment on film’s 
theme—love vs. money. 


- special throw- 
aways in beauty parlors, 
women's shops, bridge clubs. 


Special A. M. Preview 

.... for women's 
club executives, civil officials, 
newspaper critics, cooperat- 
ing merchants and several 
Just plain folks.’ Get their 
reactions on preview cards. 
Feature these on lobby dis- 
plays, in direct mail plugs 
and in newspaper ads. 


Contest Idea 

e Week OR SCHOOLS 
—May Robson, in “Million 
Dollar Baby” at the Strand 
Theatre, returns to America 
after an uninterrupted 31- 
year absence. In what ways 
has America changed most 
during this time?” Award 
guest tickets for best answers. 


Street Bally 

.... have pretty girl 
hand out candy kisses to all 
men on street and in lobby. 
Display copy: 


A KISS from the 
MILLION DOLLAR BABY* 
“Make a date to meet her at the 

STRAND THEATRE 


Package Inserts 

-. a@irange with 
all local stores to insert her- 
alds or locally printed throw- 
aways in all packages. Copy: 


If you were a 
MILLION DOLLAR BABY* 
You couldn't use a 
better product. 


*Meet her at the Strand Theatre Friday. 


Write Neighbors 

+. . preview pic- 
ture for staff and friends and 
arrange for each present to 
send a number of post cards 
or letters to their respective 
friends recommending ‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Baby” as a grand 
and glorious screen comedy- 
romance not to be missed. 


PRISCILLA LANE starred 
by CHESTERFIELD in 
Big Newspaper Campaign 


Magazine & Newspaper 
Campaign by CALOX 
Stars PRISCILLA LANE 


eoeee 65 news- 
papers and 11 national 


magazines: 

Life Photoplay- 
Sat. Eve. Post Movie Mirror 
Colliers Hollywood 
Look Movie Story 


Silver Screen Motion Picture 
Screenland Screen Life 


Hafl- Page Ads!... 
In 2Z,200Papers!... 
Telling Millions! ... 


Helps your teeth shine like the stars’ 
BY BEINGING OU NATURAL LUSTRE se 


.... plus 3 differ- 
ent newspaper ads like this. 


(National magazine ad) 


Key City Campaign 
By LUX stars 
PRISCILLA LANE 


Jumbo Wire from 
WESTERN UNION 
for YOUR Tie-up 


Teen is a sure 
: am: or Cables 
am suniess ies des: 
ferred character is in- 


dicated by a xulrable ee H : sebarseioasaaticisacassbadit 

: fyntol above or ore a : : ; j : oP NUTS Coble Wight Lares 

A seding the adde eee 8. we ce oe Co eowitveve Oh sei Radtoerem 
* — PORT CICR-PREMIOEN' . 


SOSHOLEYWOOD 24 


ND MRS. MOVTEGORRS 


MILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF Pun COMING YouR 


‘Mo OFTEN FROM STUDENTS AWAY FROM HOME GIVE THEM WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH STAMPS 


.... all Western Union offices 
ready for your tieup. Jumbos available in limited 
quantities to theatre managers upon request to 
Vitagraph Exchanges. Space is provided for 
theatre imprint. Deliver the imprinted jumbos to 
the W. U. offices in your locality for window dis- 
play. Spot this wire in your lobby, too. 


PAGES 11 TO 14 


MILLION DOLLAR SMILE 
From the "Million Dollar 
Baby," Priscilla Lane, who 
plays the title role in the film 
opening Friday at the Strand. 

(Still, PLS63; Mat 206—30c 


Lead Story 


‘Million Dollar Baby’ 
Brings Fund of Fun 


If you’ve ever wondered what 
you’d do if you suddenly fell heir 
to a million dollars, you won’t 
want to miss the Strand’s next 
attraction, “Million Dollar 
Baby,” which is scheduled to 
begin its local run on Friday. 
Starring Priscilla Lane, lovely 
young star of “Four Daughters,” 
with Jeffrey Lynn, her “Four 
Daughters” boy friend, and Ron- 
ald Reagan, “Million Dollar 
Baby” is a Cinderella story with 
a couple of reverse angles. 

Priscilla is working in Lacey’s 
basement, demonstrating a won- 
der-working vegetable cutter 
when she gets a check for a 
million dollars. She goes com- 
pletely beserk, tosses vegetables 
all over the place, and standing 
up on the counter, proceeds to 
unsell the gadget she has been 
trying to sell all morning. With 
Jeffrey Lynn, the young lawyer 
who has delivered the check to 
her from his client who wishes 
to remain anonymous, she goes 
on a wild shopping spree, returns 
to her boarding house loaded 
with gifts for everybody there. 
She runs up against her first 
obstacle when she finds that her 
boy friend, Ronald Reagan, a 
cynical young musician, is any- 
thing but delighted at her news. 
He leaves New York to take a job 
with a swing band, and she finds 
herself very lonely, with all her 
erstwhile friends at the board- 
ing house snubbing her because 
they are jealous of her good 
fortune. 


When Jeffrey learns how un- 
happy it is, he betrays his trust 
to his client and takes Priscilla 
to her house. The benefactress 
is a wealthy old expatriate, 
played by May Robson, who has 
come home from Switzerland to 
right a wrong her father did 
years ago when he cheated the 
girl’s father out of a million 
dollars. She is planning to go 
right back to Europe, but real- 
izes she has not done her full 
duty by Priscilla by giving her 
the money. She must also teach 
her how to enjoy the money. She 
takes the girl under her wing, 
teaches her how to dress, act 
and talk like a debutante, then 
gives a big coming-out ball for 
her. At the ball, Jeffrey pro- 
poses to her, but Priscilla real- 
izes that it is Ronald she loves. 
In order to get him back to New 
York, she arranges to have his 


symphony play at a concert at 
Symphony Hall. She meets him 
backstage during the concert 
and they are rapturously happy 
in each other’s arms—until the 
orchestra stops playing. Then 
the audience’s hissing and boo- 
ing breaks the spell. The sym- 
phony is a failure, and Ronald 
tells her that he is going back 
to Chicago and write jazz, the 
only thing he can do well. Real- 
izing that the only way she can 
get him to marry her is to get 
rid of her money, she tells Jeff- 
rey to give it away for her, then 
rushes to the train and Ronald. 

In the fine supporting cast are 
Lee Patrick, Helen Westley, 
John Qualen and many other 
noted players besides the four 
principals. The film was directed 
by Curtis Bernhardt, who did 
the recent comedy hit, “My Love 
Came Back.” “Million Dollar 
Baby” was written by Casey 
Robinson, Richard Macaulay and 
Jerry Wald, from a story by 
Leonard Spigelgass. 
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IN LOVE AGAIN Priscilla Lane 
and Jeffrey Lynn, the sweethearts of 
“Four Daughters" are co-starred in 
"Million Dollar Baby," coming to 
the Strand Friday. 


Short Lead 


Share the Fun 
When Priscilla 
Shares the Wealth! 


With Priscilla Lane and 
Jeffrey Lynn, the sweethearts of 
“Four Daughters” fame, and 
Ronald Reagan heading the cast, 
“Million Dollar Baby,” a de- 
lightful new comedy romance, 
begins a local run on Friday at 
the Strand Theatre. 

Hailed by audiences who pre- 
viewed the film on the coast as 
the most heart-warming story of 
this or any other year, “Million 
Dollar Baby” chronicles the ad- 
ventures of a _ hard-working 
young girl who suddenly falls 
heir to a million dollars. What 
it does to her life—romantically 
and otherwise — and how she 
eventually wins a million dol- 
lars worth of happiness, makes 
“Million Dollar Baby” a com- 
pletely absorbing story. 

Curtis Bernhardt, director of 
last year’s comedy hit, “My Love 
Came Back,” directed “Million 
Dollar Baby” from the script by 
Casey Robinson, Richard Ma- 
caulay and Jerry Wald, based 
on a story by Leonard Spigel- 
gass. 

Besides Miss Lane, Lynn and 
Reagan, the cast includes May 
Robson, Lee Patrick, Helen 
Westley, George Barbier, Nan 
Wynn, John Qualen, Walter Cat- 
lett, Fay Helm and many more 
noted players. 


Sparkling Romantic 
Comedy For Strand 


“Million Dollar Baby,” a spar- 
kling romantic comedy starring 
Priscilla Lane, Jeffrey Lynn and 
Ronald Reagan, has been sched- 
uled as the next attraction at the 
Strand Theatre. The picture, 
which opens on Friday, was di- 
rected by Curtis Bernhardt, 
whose recent success “My Love 
Came Back,’ won him wide 
praise as a comedy director. 

May Robson heads the sup- 
porting cast, which also includes 
Lee Patrick, Helen Westley, 
George Barbier, Walter Catlett, 
John Qualen, Nan Wynn, Fay 
Hehn, Richard Carle, John 
Ridgely. The screen play was 
written by Casey Robinson, 
Richard Macaulay and Jerry 
Wald, from a story by Leonard 
Spiegelgass. The film has been 
hailed by previewers as_ the 
year’s best comedy. 
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STORY (Not For Publication) —“The Vegetable 
Marvel, ladies! The most remarkable device since 
the can opener.” Pamela McAllister (Priscilla 
Lane) is hard at work in a department store, demon- 
strating the wonder gadget when James Amory 
(Jeffrey Lynn) presents her with a check for a mil- 
lion dollars, gift of a client of his who wishes to 
remain ananymous. She goes on a wild shopping 
spree, and comes home to her boarding house laden 
with gifts for everybody. A sour note is immediately 


struck by boy friend Peter Rowan (Ronald Reagan), 


struggling young musician, who turns her down flat 
when she proposes. Instead he goes to Chicago to 
join a swing band. Her Cinderella slippers begin 
to pinch when she notices that the rest of the people 
at the house are very cool toward her. She tells 
Amory her troubles, and he decides it is high time 
she meet her fairy godmother Cornelia Wheelwright 
(May Robson), an eccentric old millionairess. Cor- 
nelia takes Pamela into her home and teaches her 
how to act like a debutante, then gives a big coming- 
out ball for her. At the ball, Amory proposes, but 
Pamela’s heart belongs to Peter. In order to lure 
him back to New York, she arranges to have Peter’s 
symphony played by the New York Symphony 
Orchestra. Peter arrives, thrilled, but the composi- 
tion proves a failure, and he’s still cold to the idea 
of marrying a millionairess. Pamela decides to get 
rid of her money, goes to the old boarding house and 
gives each of her old friends enough to make their 
dreams come true, then tells Amory to get rid of the 
rest, while she rushes off to the train to join Peter. 


PRODUCTION 


Directed by CURTIS BERNHARDT 


Screen Play by Casey Robinson, Richard Macaulay 
and Jerry Wald; From a Story by Leonard Spigel- 
gass; Director of Photography, Charles Rosher, 
A.S.C.; Art Director, Robert Haas; Dialogue Director, 
Hugh Cummings; Sound by Charles Lang; Film 
Editor, Rudi Fehr; Music by Frederick Hollander; 
Gowns by Orry-Kelly; Makeup Artist, Pere West- 
more; Musical Director, Leo F. Forbstein. 


ADVANCE PUBLICITY—’MILLION DOLLAR BABY’ 


Advance Feature 


What Would YOU Do If 


You Inherited a Million? 


In Priscilla Lane’s new pic- 
ture “Million Dollar Baby” open- 
ing Friday at the Strand she 
inherits a million dollars. So we 
asked Priscilla what she thought 
she would do if that really hap- 
pened to her. And we put the 
same question to actors and 
actresses working on other sets 
at the Warner Bros. studio. 

“T really don’t know what I 
would do first. It would take me 
a couple of weeks to get used to 
the thought of having that much 
money.” Priscilla said. 

“But when I did get used to 
it I probably would go out on 
the maddest shopping spree 
imaginable. Clothes, principally. 
Lots of them. And then I’d think 
about some place to travel; 
South America, probably. 

“Investments? Yes, I suppose 
so. But mother would be the one 
to worry about those. I never 
know a thing about business, ex- 
cept that it baffles me and makes 
me nervous.” 

Jeffrey Lynn, playing opposite 
Priscilla in “Million Dollar 
Baby,” had his answer on the 
tip of his tongue. 

“Pq make sure that all the 
members of my family would be 
taken care of for the rest of 
their lives,” said Lynn. “Things 
were never too prosperous for 
us, you. know. Comfortable 
enough, of course. But no lux- 
uries. Getting the first electric 
lights in our house was a big 
thing. 

“JT know I’d keep right on 
working. That’s one of my 
faults, I guess. Being serious 
about everything I undertake. 
But I want to do something real- 
ly worthwhile in this acting 
thing I’m in. I’d be unhappy 
loafing. And just having a mil- 
lion dollars would be pleasure 
enough in itself.” 

Dennis Morgan and Ralph 
Bellamy, working with Merle 
Oberon in “Affectionately 
yours,” were inclined to agree 
with her that such great and 
sudden riches could be put to 
no better use at this time than 


Ronald Reagan Rivals 
Flynn in Fan Mail 


Ronald Reagan’s fan mail did 
not bring about his recently-an- 
nounced stardom, but it helped. 

Warner Bros. has just discov- 
ered that he is runner-up to the 
Post Office’s best friend, Errol 
Flynn, in fan mail honors. The 
zoom in the weight of the Rea- 
gan mail bags was noted im- 
mediately after the general re- 
lease of “Sante Fe,” in which 
he was George Custer to Flynn’s 
Jeb Stuart, and both were rivals 
for Olivia de Havilland’s love. 

Reagan’s current film, follow- 
ing a loan-out to MGM to play 
romantic lead in “The Bad 
Man,” is “Million Dollar Baby,” 
which is coming to the Strand. 
His click role of George Gipp in 
“Knute Rockne” also contributed 
heavily to his popularity. 


Gets Million Dollar Bid 


Priscilla Lane thinks that a 
proposal of marriage she re- 
ceived via Western Union the 
other day is a gag by a wag. 

“Want to make you real mil- 
lion-dollar baby,” it said. “If 
you marry me I will baby you. 
Am a millionaire fifty-one years 
old.” 

Priscilla isn’t giving out the 
name signed to the wire, just in 
case it’s a real person. But she 
suspects that the whole thing 
has something to do with the 
new title of her newest starring 
picture which is called ‘Million 
Dollar Baby.” 


investing them in the cause of 
democracy against totalitarian- 
ism. She said: 

“T’d set aside enough to pro- 
vide myself with an income 
against unproductive old age, 
of course. Probably an annuity 
of some sort. And the rest of it, 
every cent, I’d divide among the 
various war relief agencies, 
those on the side of England and 
America, of course. The Greeks 
have been magnificent. The Eng- 
lish, the Australians, the Ca- 
nadian fliers, all the others have 
been magnificent. There would 
be no hesitancy on my part. 
That’s where my million dollar 
legacy would go.” 


Priscilla Gets a Million 
—And A Swell Exit! 


Priscilla Lane, working hard 
behind a counter in a large de- 
partment store for a scene in 
Warner Bros.’ “Million Dollar 
Baby,” says, “I could wait a 
hundred years and never make 
such a wonderful exit as I do 
at the end of this scene.” 

Jeffrey Lynn, after trying for 
two days to talk to Priscilla, 
finally wins her attention as she 
is selling vegetable peelers to 
apathetic shoppers. Lynn hands 
her a check for $1,000,000 and 
says, “My client wants you to 
have this.” 

When Priscilla finally comes 
to her senses and realizes the 
check is authentic, she stands 
on her platform and, screaming 
at the top of her lungs, unsells 
what she had previously been 
selling. 

Then she rushes from the 
store shouting at the top of her 
voice, “I’m a millionairess!” 


Star Feature 


Priscilla Lane Does A 
Strip Tease—in Reverse! 


Priscilla Lane is just like mil- 
lions of other girls. She rises 
each morning and puts on her 
dress. At night she takes it off. 

Priscilla has never thought 
anything about this routine. Her 
only problem was that of every 
girl, what she was going to wear. 

But yesterday, for the first 
time in her life, Priscilla dis- 
covered what a complicated af- 
fair putting on a dress can be. 
That was because she had to put 
on and take off a dress in front 
of the camera for a scene in 
Warner Bros.’ “Million Dollar 
Baby,” the picture opening Fri- 
day at the Strand. She was 
probably the only girl in the 


I! HAVE A LOT OF FUN! 


By PRISCILLA LANE 


In my newest picture, "Mil- 
lion Dollar Baby," | inherit a 
million dollars. Nice work, 
and | got it! Then | go out 
to see the town with Jeffrey 
Lynn (he was my boy friend 
in the "Four Daughters” pic- 
tures, too, remember?) and 
do we have ourselves a time! 
It all ends up, as you can see, 
with Jeff giving me a piggy- 
back ride home. That's one 


date | didn't walk home from! 


WwW 
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I wonder which gives more nourishment, 
the hole in a doughnut or the smell of an 
onion? Sounds crazy doesn’t it? But I de- 
cided that when I was given the chance to 
write I would forget serious problems. 

I’ll always remember the day I embarked 
on my theatrical career. My sister, Rose- 
mary, and I were about to make our debut 
with Fred Waring’s orchestra at the 
Falace Theatre in New York. I was so 
nervous before going on the stage that 
I started chewing gum. I forgot to remove 
it before we took our places in front of the 
microphone. Naturally, I couldn’t sing. Mr. 
Waring, noticing my predicament, stopped 
the music and started kidding me. I re- 
turned his verbal barrage word for word 
and, as a result, he decided I had possibili- 
ties as a comedienne. 

I’ve never had as much fun since I was 
a little girl living in Indianola, Iowa. I was 
a tomboy in a family of five girls and Iowa 
is a place where a tomboy can find things 
to do. I built a soapbox wagon for myself 
and made Rosemary pull me around the 


front yard. There were plenty of barns and 
haylofts to explore and they proved to be 
good hiding places when I was supposed to 
be in school. I relished the idea of being a 
trapeze artist when I grew up. Every 
morning for three weeks, I’d wake up be- 
fore the family did and practice swinging 
by my legs. One day the rope broke when 
I was several feet off the ground. I quickly 
forgot my ambition to swing from dizzy 
heights. 

My current Warner Bros. picture, ‘‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Baby,” is a light comedy, the 
kind of a role I enjoy doing most of all. We 
don’t let up when we finish a scene. Work- 
ing with Jeffrey Lynn, Ronald Reagan and 
May Robson assures plenty of gags on the 
set. Our director, Curtis Bernhardt, says 
he’s never worked with such a “crazy” 
group of players. You see, we initiated 
Mr. Bernhardt by giving him the hot-foot 
and the hot-seat. And when you see 
“Million Dollar Baby,” which opens at the 
Strand Theatre on Friday, I’m sure you’ll 
have just as much fun as we had making it. 
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world who was dressing before 
a camera at that moment. The 
scene didn’t worry her. She was 
certain it would be the easiest 
scene she had ever played, 

“After all, my whole life has 
been practically a rehearsal for 
a scene like this,” explained 
Priscilla. 

She didn’t even have to worry 
about which dress she was going 
to wear. Her wardrobe during 
the first half of the picture con- 
sists of three outfits. The script 
had already selected the dress 
for this scene. During the scene 
she had to carry on a conversa- 
tion with May Robson. This, too, 
Priscilla thought would be easy 
because she and her sister, Rose- 


mary, usually carried on a 
morning conversation while 
dressing. 


There was just one hitch to 
Priscilla’s “easy” scene. Director 
Curtis Bernhardt is a man who 
has his own ideas of how to take 
off and put on a dress, when it’s 
being done for the camera, that 
is. 

Five rehearsals of the scene 
resulted in five haircombings and 
five makeup touches. The make- 
up man and hair-dresser sat 
next to the director and were 
the first to reach Priscilla at the 
end of each rehearsal. Bern- 
hardt kept up a running fire of 
instructions as the rehearsals 
progressed. “Put the dress on 
slower. Let the dress hit your 
knees before you put your head 
through. Don’t muss your hair. 
Stand up straight.” 

When she had to take the 
dress off, Priscilla said, “Wait, 
don’t say anything. I’ll just re- 
verse the awkward precedure.” 

Bernhardt replied, “Exactly.” 

Remembering, suddenly, that 
she was playing a scene with 
the most notorious scene-stealer 
in the business, May Robson, 
Priscilla became worried. She 
couldn’t even see May during the 
dialogue, and didn’t know wheth- 
er May was scratching her fore- 
head, lacing a shoe, or employ- 
ing some other trick that has 
made her famous. 

It took one hour before the 
scene was finally completed. 
Priscilla was exhausted. 


“When I go home tonight, 1 
think I’ll sleep in my dress,” she 
said. “I’m afraid I have forgot- 
ten how to undress the easy way, 
and I don’t, under any circum- 
stances, want to take the chance 
of having to go through this 
performance again.” 


Million Dollar Baby 
Starts Vegetable Row 


Priscilla Lane today avenged 
all the indignities heaped on her 
fellow thespians through the 
ages by heartless audiences. 

A scene in Warner Bros.’ 
“Million Dollar Baby” required 
Priscilla to go temporarily 
balmy while portraying a sales 
girl at a kitchen supply counter 
of a large store. Reason is, she’s 
just been handed a check for a 
million dollars. It takes her 
awhile to realize that the check 
is not a phoney and that it 
really belongs to her. Where she 
does, she goes wild. 

While in that state, she show- 
ered the customers—played by 
200 extras—with everything she 
could lay her hands on. Cucum- 
bers, potatoes, ripe tomatoes, 
turnips, stringbeans and carrots 
went flying through the air 
smacking patrons right and left. 

When Priscilla ran out of her 
vegetable supply she started 
throwing salads. Vegetables 
were in the salads, too, but they 
were covered with mayonnaise 
and other oil dressings. 


OPENING DAY PUBLICITY—’MILLION DOLLAR BABY‘ 


Opening Day 


Priscilla Lane 
Stars in Comedy 
Opening Today 


Prepared Review 


Million Laughs for You in 
Strand’s ‘Million Dollar Baby’ 


| LANE'’S IN LOVE | 


“Million Dollar Baby,” star- 
ring Priscilla Lane, Jeffrey 
Lynn and Ronald Reagan, makes 
its local debut today at the 
Strand Theatre. In the featured 
supporting cast are May Robson, 


Lee Patrick, Helen Westley, 
George Barbier, Nan Wynn, 
John Qualen, Walter Catlett 


and many oth- 
er well-known 
players. 


The new film 
is a delightful 
romantic com- 
edy dealing 
with the ad- 
ventures of a 
shopgirl who 
inherits a mil- 
lion dollars. 
Pretty Priscil- 
la Lane, star 
of the “Four 
Daughters” series, is, of course, 
the “Million Dollar Baby,” and 
Jeffrey Lynn, her “Four 
Daughters” sweetheart, is the 
young lawyer who first brings 
her news of her inheritance, 
then stays to sue for her hand. 
Ronald Reagan, popular young 
star of “Brother Rat,’ who won 
such wide praise for his work as 
George Gipp in ‘Knute Rockne- 
All American,” is cast as the 
cynical young composer who is 
in love with Priscilla, too, but 
prejudiced against her money. 
Veteran May Robson plays the 
eccentric, wealthy old woman 
who gives Priscilla the million 
dollars for reasons of her own. 

Leonard Spigelgass has writ- 
ten a sparkling story, full of 
bright situations and irrestibly 
human touches. Casey Robinson, 
Richard Macaulay and Jerry 
Wald adapted the story for the 
screen, with dialogue that fairly 
crackles with wit. Curtis Bern- 
hardt, the brilliant young direc- 
tor of “My Love Came Back,” 
directed “Million Dollar Baby” 
with deft comedy handling. 
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Priscilla Lane 


Learn How To Play ‘Hoot’ 


Priscilla Lane showed Jeffrey 
Lynn how to play “Hoot.” He 
enjoyed it very much. 

“Hoot” is a kissing game. 
Priscilla taught Jeff the game 
while they kissed each other for 
the benefit of the camera. 

“Jeff, put your forehead next 
to mine,” Priscilla explained on 
the set of Warner Bros.’ “Mil- 
lion Dollar Baby,” “close your 
eyes, say ‘hoot’ and then open 
your eyes.” 

When Priscilla and Lynn said 
“hoot” and opened their eyes, 
their lips were together. 
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Ronald Reagan is the lucky fellow who 
wins Priscilla Lane's heart and hand 
in the new Strand film, ‘Million 
Dollar Baby." 


Star Story 


Priscilla Lane 
Modern Cinderella 
In New Strand Film 


Priscilla Lane woke up one 
morning, remembered she was a 
modern Cinderella, laughed at 
the alarm clock and turned it off. 

She didn’t have to worry 
about going to work any more 
because last night she had been 
given a million dollars. As she 
buried her head in the pillow 
and started dozing, she recalled 
the wonderful evening she had 
had with Jeffrey Lynn, dancing 
and dining in the Sky Room. 

It was hard to believe Jeff 
when he told her she could buy 
the whole room if she wanted it. 

“Who in the world would 
want to give me a million dollars 
and not mention her name?” 
Priscilla thought to herself, just 
as she had thought when, in a 
scene for Warner Bros.’ “Million 
Dollar Baby,” Jeff had told her 
an unnamed woman had _in- 
structed him to give her a mil- 
lion dollars. 

Just then the telephone rang. 
Priscilla opened her eyes, got out 
of bed slowly and groped her 
way to the phone. Tomorrow she 
wouldn’t have to worry about 
answering it because by then 
she’d have servants. 

When she picked up the phone, 
a voice said, “Miss Lane, you’re 
a half-hour late for work. We’re 
scheduled to finish your scenes 
with Jeffrey Lynn in the sky 
room set this morning.” 

Priscilla shook her head and 
mutter a weak, “I’m sorry. I 
guess I was enjoying a dream 
too much.” 
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GLAMOR FROM GRANDMA—May Robson begins a campaign to make 
Priscilla Lane over from simple shopgirl into devastating debutante in ‘Million 
Dollar Baby," the Strand's new hit film. 
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Diana Bennet .... 


Are you having any fun? If 
you’re not, and you want to, go 
and see “Million Dollar Baby.” 
You'll have the time of your 
life! It’s the gayest and most 
delightful screen hit of the year, 
a Cinderella story with a brand 
new twist. Priscilla Lane is the 
Cinderella girl with not one— 
but two—Prince Charmings, 
played by Jeffrey Lynn and Ron- 
ald Reagan. 

Curtis Bernhardt, young film 
director who made comedy his- 
tory with his first American film, 
“My Love Came Back,” has di- 
rected “Million Dollar Baby” in 
a fresh, delightful style. It all 
begins when May Robson, as a 
wealthy old eccentric, learns that 
her father once cheated a busi- 
ness partner out of a million 
dollars. The news is brought to 
her in Swiss mountain retreat, 
by Jeffrey Lynn, as the youngest 
partner in the firm of Marlin, 
Barlow and Fish. She goes back 
to America with him, determined 
to right the wrong her father 
did. They find that the defrauded 
man has only one living relative, 
a young girl who works in 
a department store. 

Priscilla is demonstrating a 
wonder-working vegetable cutter 
in the store, when Jeffrey ap- 
proaches her and tries to give 
her the million dollar check. 

It is a day of days for Pris- 
cilla. With Jeffrey she goes to 
the bank, and cashes part of her 
check, goes on a wild shopping 
spree and comes back to her 
boarding house with presents for 
everybody. Only boy friend Ron- 
ald Reagan, a cynical young 
would-be composer is displeased 
by the news. In spite of his oft- 
repeated statement that he’d 
marry Priscilla if she had a 
million dollars, he reneges when 
faced with the actuality. Piqued 
by his cold reception of her won- 
derful news, Priscilla goes out 
with Jeffrey to do the highspots. 
When she comes home that 
night, Reagan tells her he’s 
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GLEESOME THREESOME—Ronald Reagan, Priscilla Lane and Jeffrey Lynn 
are the three likeable youngsters who head the cast of the Strand's brand 


new hit, "Million Dollar Baby." 


leaving for Chicago and a job 
with a swing band. The next 
morning, Cinderella begins to 
feel the glass slipper pinching. 
Reagan is gone, the other people 
in the house, with whom she had 
always been so friendly are now 
curiously eool towards her. In 
chagrin, she goes to Jeffrey, and 
he, feeling that she and May 
really need each other, betrays 
his trust by revealing the source 
of the money. 

May is indignant at first, then 
realizes that it is her duty, now 
that she has given Priscilla the 
million dollars, to teach her how 
to enjoy it. The next six months 
is a continuous round of lessons 
for the million dollar baby. She 
learns how to walk, talk, dress, 
dance, ride and play like a debu- 
tante, and the climax is her com- 
ing-out party. Everything seems 
wonderful for Priscilla, she has 
everything in the world, includ- 
ing Jeffrey’s very devoted love, 
but it’s Reagan she wants. In an 
effort to get him back to New 
York, she arranges to have a 
big symphony orchestra intro- 
duce his symphony at a Sym- 
phony Hall concert. Ronald 
comes for the concert but his 
music proves a flop. His forte, 
which he has always refused to 
acknowledge, is writing jazz 
numbers. Realizing that the 


Director Story 


only way she can have him is to 
get rid of her money, Priscilla 
tries to give it away. 


The screen play was written 
by Casey Robinson, Richard Ma- 
cauley and Jerry Wald based on 
a story by Leonard Spigelgass. 
Dialogue that crackles with wit 
and charm, a_ thorough-going 
knowledge of human nature, and 
quick-moving action, distinguish 
the film. 


Miss Lane proves once again 
that she is one of the screen’s 
most gifted young actresses. She 
is thoroughly natural, handling 
the transitions in her character 
with delicate shading, her per- 
formance completely indicative 
of very genuine dramatic ability. 
Lynn gives a fine sensitive per- 
formanee as the young lawyer 
and Reagan does a really “dif- 
ferent” characterization of the 
musician, a _ characterization 
probably closer to real life than 
anything the screen has seen in 
recent months. May Robson adds 
immeasurably to the picture, 
with a fine performance as 
wealthy old expatriate who dis- 
covers the virtues of America. 


“Million Dollar Baby” is the 
kind of really satisfying screen 
entertainment that is imbued 
with the joy of living. Put it 
on your must-see list. 


Curtis Bernhardt Uses Music 
To Advance Comedy Plot 


Director Curtis Bernhardt 
never misses an opportunity to 
use music to supplement the dia- 
logue and action of the picture 
he is directing. 

Before production starts, he 
spends most of his time with 
musician Max Rabinowitch. To- 
gether they figure out ways to 
make music enhance dialogue 
and action. Bernhardt and Rab- 
inowitch have used music as a 
dramatic factor in two pictures. 
The first, ‘““My Love Came Back,” 
proved so successful in the way 
they obtained moods without 
dialogue by supplementing music 
they are a team again on War- 
ner Bros.’ “Million Dollar Baby,” 
which opens today at the 
Strand. 

In their current effort Pris- 
cilla Lane greets Ronald Reagan, 
who sits at the piano. No words 


1KS, 


are spoken. Reagan plays a few 
bars on the piano that more than 
explain the spirit of the greet- 
ing. When Pri- 
scilla kisses 
him, the notes 
from the piano 
show that Rea- 
gan is trying 
to be noncha- 
lant about his 
girl friend’s 
affection. 
When Priscil- 
la tries harder 
to gain Ron- 
ald’s attention, 
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Curtis Bernhardt up in tempo. 
Finally Priscilla bumps him 
off the bench, and, as he falls, 
his hands skip over the keys. 
You know now he is ready to 
devote all his attention to kiss- 


ing Priscilla, who is most de- 
cidedly kissable. 

Later in the picture, May Rob- 
son and Helen Westley walk to- 
gether across the room where 
Reagan is playing. A few bars 
from “Where Will We All Be 
100 Years From Now?” ex- 
presses Reagan’s opinion of the 
two ladies. 

Love at first sight was made 
clear to audiences when Jeffrey 
Lynn and Olivia de Havilland 
met for the first time in “My 
Love Came Back.” Strauss 
waltzes conveyed the mood. 

Bernhardt, speaking for him- 
self and Rabinowitsch says, “We 
don’t claim to have discovered 
something new. We have just 
taken advantage of the part 
music plays in the plots of our 
pictures, and made the most of 
it, in advancing the plot.” 


CURRENT PUBLICITY—’MILLION DOLLAR BABY’ 
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SHE'S MODERN CINDERELLA—Priscilla Lane, in her newest picture, ‘Million 
Dollar Baby" plays a shopgirl who inherits a million dollars. Even as you and 
1 would, she goes on a shopping spree, with Jeffrey Lynn and a couple of 


inquiring reporters in her entourage. 


Women’s Page Story 


New Clothes First Item For 
Girl Who Inherits a Million 


What would you do if you sud- 
denly fell heiress to a million 
dollars? Priscilla Lane answers 
that she’d probably react just 
as she does in “Million Dollar 
Baby” when, as a _ screen-Cin- 
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PRISCILLA LANE 


derella, she rushes right out and 
buys a swarm of lovely new 
clothes. 

All of her gowns are designed 
by Orry-Kelly who gives them 


just the right orchid and ermine 
air. 

To follow her around the clock 
Priscilla wears, first of all, some 
pretty boudoir clothes. There’s 
a lounging pajama in rose-pink 
crepe styled like a shirtmaker 
with trimness at the waist, wide 
trousers and a tailored shirt. 
This matches her cheeks. The 
greenish blue lounging robe that 
tops it catches the color of her 
eyes. Orry is a firm believer in 
intensifying a girl’s natural col- 
oring. 

You notice Priscilla’s feet first 
in an outfit that would be just 
right for spring. They’re encased 
in bright red pumps and the only 
color note to a black and white 
flowered print and black wool 
mob cap crowned with a single 
white water lily. 

For stepping out in the after- 
noon the diminutive Miss Lane 
wears a very tall hat of beige 
fox which she especially likes 
because it adds a few inches to 
her height. A huge ball muff 
and trim around the bottom of a 
beige dress coat match and com- 
plete a costume in the true 
luxury league. 

Limned against the evening 
scene is a waffle pique gown with 
sparkling top contrived with 
long white lace sleeves and a 
panel at the waistline, both 
strewn with silver sequins. 


Ronald Reagan Story 


He Has Home Rehearsal 


On the set of Warner Bros.’ 
“Million Dollar Baby,” currently 
showing at the Strand, Priscilla 
Lane and Ronald Reagan came 

out of their re- 
4d spective dress- 


ing. 
= The — sched- 


= uled scene was 


Reagan was 
hand to 
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Ronald Reagan on 
hear the debut of his own com- 
position. He and Priscilla wait 
in the lobby to hear the audi- 
ence’s reaction as it files out. 
“Want to rehearse?” Director 


Curtis Bernhardt asked when 
the two young stars took their 
places in front of the camera. 


“Not me,” replied Reagan. “I 
know just the mood you want 
when I discover my music is a 
failure.” 

“If Ronnie doesn’t want to 
rehearse neither do I,” said Pris- 
cilla. 

Bernhardt yelled, “Action!” 

As the people made their exit, 
most of them were shaking their 
heads. Someone said, ““No mat- 
ter what they thought they 
shouldn’t have hissed.” 

Reagan knows he’s a failure 
and registers the fact with a 
look of intense disappointment. 

Bernhardt yelled, “Cut. Print 
it.” Then he added, ‘‘That was 
a perfect reaction, Ronnie.” 

“It should be,” Reagan  re- 
torted. “I had a perfect rehear- 
sal yesterday when I sang to my 
baby, Maureen Elizabeth, for the 
first time. When I finished she 
looked at me and then started 
crying. It was an hour before 
we managed to stop her.” 


PERSONALS 


PRISCILLA LANE, youngest 
of the talented family of five 
girls was born Mullican in In- 
dianola, Iowa ... When Lola, an 
older sister began her profes- 
sional career, Gus Edwards gave 
her the name Lane, and her 
younger sisters liked it so well 
they adopted it, too... Priscilla 
was graduated from the Fagin 
Dramatic School in New York, 
sang with Fred Waring’s band 
... Came to Hollywood with the 
band to make “Varsity Show” 
for Warner Bros. .. . Result, 
movie fame and a long-term con- 
tract. 

k * * * 
JEFFREY LYNN says that he 
would probably never have be- 
come an actor if he hadn’t been 
a school teacher first ... It was 
1980 when he graduated from 
Bates College in Maine, and the 
country, you remember, was in 
the depths of depression ... 
Got a teaching job at a small 
high school in Maine, and dou- 


bled as dramatic coach... His 
dormant desire to be an actor 
flared up then... Came to New 


York and worked as a theatre 
doorman by night, went to dra- 
matic school by day .. . Stock 
engagements, among them a 
summer at the famous Barter 
Theatre and a few Broadway 
bits . . . While on tour with 
“Brother Rat’ was _ screen- 
tested ... Warner Bros. looked, 
liked and signed him. 


* * e * 


RONALD REAGAN, whose role 
as George Gipp in “Knute 
Rockne-All American” won him 
stardom, has long been one of 
Hollywood’s most likeable young 
leading men... Native of Tam- 
pico, Illinois, Reagan graduated 
from Eureka College ...On the 
grounds of having been a star 
athlete there, he became sports 
writer for his local newspaper, 
and this led to radio sports an- 
nouncing ... While in California 
with the Chicago Cubs, he was 
screen-tested by Warners, and 
signed to a contract. 
* * Po k 


MAY ROBSON, grand old lady 
of the screen who recently 
passed her 75th birthday, cele- 
brated that occasion by announc- 
ing that from then on she would 
play only comedy roles... Her 
newest one is in ‘‘Million Dollar 
Baby,” currently at the Strand 
... Born in Melbourne, Austra- 
lia, she was educated in Eng- 
land, France and Belgium... 
Made her debut before the foot- 
lights in 1883 ... After nearly 
fifty years on the stage, she 
made her movie debut in 1931. 
* * * ok 


CURTIS BERNHARDT, Euro- 
pean director who made the re- 
cent comedy hit “My Love Came 
Back” as his first American pic- 
ture, was one the foremost di- 
rectors in France and Germany 
before the Hitler regime... His 
work on “My Love Came Back” 
and his newest, “Million Dollar 
Baby,” definitely places him in 
the top ranks of directors. 


“Million Dollar Baby” 


Held Over at Strand 


Thanks to the enthusiastic 
reception it has received from 
local audiences, “Million Dollar 
Baby,” the Strand Theatre’s 
current tenant will be held over 
for an extended engagement. 
The delightful comedy, with a 
cast headed by Priscilla Lane, 
Jeffrey Lynn and Ronald Rea- 
gan, has received wide praise 
from the many localites who 
have seen it at the Strand, as 
well as from the newspaper 
critics. 

“Million Dollar Baby” tells 
the charming and completely 
stream-lined Cinderella story of 
a shopgirl who inherits a mil- 
lion dollars. It’s a million dollar 
spree, with a million laughs. 


4a 


Star Feature 


Jeffrey Lynn Happy Over 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ Role 


Several months ago, Jeffrey 
Lynn was the most discouraged 
actor in Hollywood. He felt he 
was being typed as a “namby- 
pamby” in his screen roles. 

He rebelled against a picture 
assignment, declaring it was the 
same charac- 
terization he’d 
been doing 
much too long. 
He made up 
his mind he 
would wait un- 
til the right 
Dar. ca me 
along. 


Luckily for 
him and_ his 


studio he 
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Jeffrey Lynn wait long. 


Warner Bros. was starting to 
make “Million Dollar Baby.” 
Lynn saw in the picture a part 
he wanted. Unknown to him at 
the time, the studio wanted him 
to do it. A quick reconciliation 
followed. Now Lynn is happier 
than at any time since he re- 
ceived his first contract and ad- 
mits he had the time of his life 
while he was working in his 


current “Million Dollar Baby” 
role. 

For the first time in his ca- 
reer he is a third party in a love 
affair. Ronald Reagan wins Pris- 
cilla Lane and they leave Jeff 
behind waving good-bye in a 
railroad station at the end of 
the picture. 

“You know,” said Lynn on the 
set, “things were getting so bad 
for me I wanted to wear a sign 
that said ‘Muss my hair and call 
me toughy.’ I was willing to do 
most anything to let the studio 
know how sincere I was in my 
efforts to get a different type 
role. 

“There are several scenes in 
this picture that I especially en- 
joy. When Ronald and I are 
about to have a fight over Pris- 
cilla, he calls me some uncompli- 
mentary names. Without hesi- 
tating, I put up my dukes and 
we mix it until Priscilla sep- 
arates us. 

“Later, in a scene with May 
Robson, I flare up and say, ‘I 
can’t do business with a girl 
who has me confused with Jack 
the Ripper.’ I’ve waited two 
years to say a line like that.” 


Lee Patrick Plays 
Bubble Dancer 


Lee Patrick is behind the 
bubble again. She has worn less 
clothes on the screen during the 
last six months than any actress 
in Hollywood. 

“Don’t think I’m complain- 
ing,” said Lee on the set of her 
current picture, “Million Dollar 
Baby,” the comedy starring 
Priscilla Lane and Jeffrey Lynn. 
“Tt flatters me to know that after 
15 years’ experience on the stage 
and screen my figure is as im- 
portant as my face.” 

As Lee wrapped her bathrobe, 
which she wears between scenes, 
around her, she continued, “I’m 
not quite sure just how it all 
happened. ‘City For Conquest,’ 
in which I portrayed a burlesque 
hoofer, is the picture that start- 
ed it. Living in New York most 
of my life doesn’t make it dif- 
ficult for me to deliver those 
slangy lines. In ‘Footsteps in 
the Dark’ I had to learn how to 
do a strip tease for my role. 
Now, in ‘Million Dollar Baby’ 
I’m a bubble dancer, which, after 
all, is just a step up the ladder 
from being a dress-peeler.”’ 

Besides her figure and her 
natural delivery of slang, Miss 
Patrick has a pretty face sur- 
rounded by blonde hair. 


her new picture "Million Dollar Baby." 


way she would react in real life, too. 


May Robson Builds 
Homes for Young Marrieds 


When May Robson isn’t work- 
ing in a motion picture, you can 
probably find her in Culver City 
directing carpenters and seeing 
, that her new 
sub-division of 
houses for 
young couples 
is carried out 
the way she 
wants it. 

May Robson, 
who recently 
launched her 
new enter- 
prise, told an 
interesting 
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May Robson on the set of 
“Million Dollar Baby.” 

“Unlike most home owners, I 
reversed the tenant requirements 
and insisted that mine couldn’t 
move in unless they had children. 
Yesterday, a woman called on 
me at home and expressed her 
desire to buy one of the homes. 
I asked if she had any children 
and she said, no. I told her I 
was sorry but I had to stick by 
my word. She looked at me and 
said, ‘Give me four weeks’?” 

“You know my eyes aren’t as 
sharp as they were. They get 
the house and I keep my word.” 
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PRISCILLA GOES WILD! Reason: she's just found out she's a millionairess in 


Miss Lane thinks this is probably the 


Film is showing at Strand. 


- 


a 


- « « « with a mil- 
lion dollars worth of sell- 
ing values. Entire reverse 
side free for co-op imprint. 
Priced low enough for big 
distribution. 


$92 per M 
29 in lots of 
5 M and over 


$2.50 per M in lots 
less than 5 M 


40x60 PHOTOCHROME DISPLAY 


Rental: 75¢ each 


SIGNED STAR FOTOS 
a 


8” x 10” fan foto priced: 
1,000 to 2,000—$4.40 per M; 
3,000 to 4,000—$4.20 per M. 
Lower prices on _ larger 
quantities. Ask your Viia- 
graph ad salesman. 


— 


11” x 14” color glos 
priced: 25 and over— 
20c each; 10 to 24— 
30c each; 1 to 9—35c 
each. Also available in 
8” x 10” size at 15c. 


TS i 


. seat 


COT a 


RUT “want BROS. 


2 COLORED 22x28’s INSERT CARD 
Rental:20° each Rental: 12¢ 


8 COLORED 
11x14’s 


Rental: 
35° for Set 


SLIDE....... . Price: 15¢ 


MILLION DOLLAR BABY 


_ TEE PATRICK 


 quptis BERNHARDT - 


WARNER BROS 


QUANTITY PRICES 


24-SHEETS 
$2.40 each 


50 
100 


50 
100 and over 


REGULAR WINDOW CARDS 


5'¥2c each 


MIDGET WINDOW CARDS 
4c each 


PRINTED IN U.S.A, 


Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


